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BASUG Meeting Announcement

Wednesday, October}}, }989,from 8:30 to }}:30 a.m.
'The Library"at Gardner House, acrossfrom Children's Hospital

300 Longwood A venue, Boston, MA

Directions

By public transportation, take a Green Line 'D" or 'E II train. Both haw a stop in the Longwood area.

By car from the west, take Mass Pike to the Prudential Center exit, and proceed straight on Huntington
Awnue (route 9). In less than a mile, you will hit Longwood Awnue.

By car from the north or south, take 1-93 to Storrow Driw to the Kenmore Square exit. Take a right
onto Beacon Street, then stay as much to the left hand side as is possible (tricky if you haw not done it
before). Take a left onto Brookline Awnue, which takes you to Longwood Awnue. Left onto
Longwood.

Parking is available at Children's Hospital at reasonable rates, considering you are in Boston. By my
recollection, it would be about $6 for the meeting.

The Agenda

The meeting must end at 11:15 sharp. The rest of the schedule is built around that fact.

8:30 .8:45 Coffee, Pastry, Socializing

8:45 .8:55 Welcome, Announcements

8:55.9:55 Using Arrays to Update a Master File
Tom Marx will talk about using arrays to enhance the scope, power, and
accuracy of your SAS programs. The actual example will use arrays to
update a master file using a transaction file.

9:55 .10:15 Break

10:15 .11:15 Introduction to CPE Using the Mainframe and the PC
Bruce Green will introduce methods to analyze, report, and improve upon
computer performance, using SAS/ MXG on the mainframe in combination
with SAS and SAS/ GRAPH on the personal computer.

Note that the Gardner House is directly across from Children's Hospital. If you haw trouble finding it,
you can always ask at the hospital and they will be happy to direct you.

Please start thinking about serving (or \'Olunteering someone else to serw) as an officer of BASUG
next year. Feel free to call any of the current officers with questions or suggestions:

Chairperson: Wendell Refior (508) 799-4441 x5718

Secretary: Bob Virgile (617) 648-1347

Treasurer: Alan Dickson (508) 799-4441 x5936





B!ASUG lVIeeting Announcement

Wednesday, December 13, 1989, from 8:30 to 11:45 a.m.
Arthur D. Little, Inc., Building #25 Auditorium

20 Acorn Park, Cambridge, MA

Directions

Acorn Park is directly off Route 2. You must be traveling East The exit is just before the Alewife stop
on the T. See the map for details.

*** PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!! *** Call Julie Hu at 864-5770 x3450, if you would like to

attend this meeting.

The Agenda

In addition to two presentations, there will be a business meeting plus a showing of the latest Video

News from SAS Institute.

8:30 -8:45 Coffee, Pastry, Socializing

8:45 -8:50 Welcome, Announcements

8:50 -9:10 SAS Video News
The latest announcements and developments concerning SAS software --in
videotape form as released by SAS Institute.

9:10 -10:10 Ragged Matrices
Frederick Pratter presents another high-tech solution to a complex problem.
Reading lengthy arrays in SAS is time consuming and expensive, but often it
is the only alternative to doing a lot of 1/ O. There is a handy technique
for segmenting arrays that can significantly reduce the number of array
elements that need to be scanned in, for example, an ill table lookup. This
presentation shows how you too can use offsets to save time and money.

10:10 -10:30 Break

10:30 -10:45 Business Meeting
Highlights on the agenda: election of officers and recruitment of
meeting coordinators for 1990.

10:45 -11:45 Overcoming the LinJitations of PROC FORMAT
Developed by Bob Virgile, presented by Tom Marx. PROC FORMAT is a great
tool for table-lookup. However it also possesses certain limitations --the
look-up may be based on no more than 16 characters, and returns a single
character string of not more than 40 characters. This paper illustrates
programming techniques to get around those limitations.

The attached sheet contains the map to Arthur D. Little, Inc., and provides more detail on the business
meetings: issues discussed and voted on at the 11/89 meeting, as well as issues to be presented at the

12/89 meeting.



..
B!ASUG Business

Issues Voted on at the November 1989 Business Meeting

Three major issues were considered at the last business meeting --nomination of officers for 1m,
mailings of the meeting announcements, and BASUG dues. These are the results.

Nomination of Officers

The following nominations were made:

President: Jim Efird

Treasurer: Alan Dickson

Secretary: Wendell Refior
..' ~'",..

~~..I)e
Mailings of Meeting Announcements ,/~'

Our mailing list has grown over the years. So has the work and expense of getting the mailings out. ~:, ,"
a result, the following measures were voted on at the last meeting: ~,,' .

1. Individuals who don't pay dues will be removed from the mailing list.

2. There will be a limit to the number of announcements mailed to corporate members. Each
corporate member will receive up to 6 copies of the meeti.'lg announcement. If more are !l~.eded,
it will be up to someone at the member site to duplicate and distn"bute copies. If a corporate
member has more than one site, each site may be mailed up to 3 copies. In that case, the total

may exceed 6 copies.

Dues

Annual dues will not be increased. In addition, members joining after June 30 may pay $8 for the

second half of the year.

In order to encourage payment of annual dues, and in order to relieve our treasurer of the need to
carry around a lot of dollar bills to make change, the per-meeting dues will increase to $5 per meeting.
The first meeting is still free (one free meeting per individual per lifetime).

If you have been attending and paying per-meeting dues, and wish to convert to annwil membership,
the following rules apply: if you convert during the first half of the year, $4 of every $5 paid during that
year will be applied toward your $16 annual dues. If you convert during the second half of the year, $4
of every $5 paid after June 30 will be applied toward your $8 second-half dues.

Issues for the December 1989 Meeting

We will consider additional nominations for officers, and will vote. See the nominations above, made

at the November meeting.

In addition, we will be looking for meeting coordinators for 1m. Any help you can give --providing a
meeting site, presenting a talk, or coordinating an upcoming meeting --is always appreciated.

,


